We have previously 2 reported that in OSM, which has about 800 prosthetic groups of the structure A-Dneuraminosyl (2 ->• 6) ^-acetylgalactosamine, the galactosamine residue is linked O-glycosidically to peptidebonded serine and threonine residues. In native OSM this linkage is resistant to seryl-A-acetylgalactosaminidase, whereas in NANA-free OSM it is suceptible to the enzyme 3 . Two interpretations of this observation offered themselves. Either the negative charge on the carboxyl group of NANA at the PH optimum of 4.8 of seryl-A-acetylgalactosaminidase (Helix pomatia) may interfere with the binding of the substrate to the enzyme or the molecular volume of the NANA unit may provide a steric hindrance to the approach of the enzyme to the critical linkage.
To test for the correctness or otherwise of the first interpretation the following experiment was carried out:
Esterification of OSM: 200 mg OSM, prepared as described previously 4 , were dissolved in 20 ml distilled water; the cations of the dissolved OSM were removed by application of Dowex 50 W x 4(50-100 mesh; H® form). The final PH of the liquid was 3.1. Esterification of the free carboxyl groups of OSM was carried out by repeated addition of diazomethane in ether to the above solution over a period of five hours. After removal of residual diazomethane and ether the OSM solution contained 1.60 mg bound hexosamine (as hydrochloride)/ml; on analysis (methoxy determination) 90% of the carboxyl groups of OSM were found to be esterified. NANA-free OSM, obtained from native OSM by acid treatment as described previously 3 , was dissolved in water to give a final concentration of 1.55 mg bound hexosamine (as hydrochloride)/ml. Seryl-A-acetylgalactosaminidase was prepared from Helix pomatia according to BHARGAVA and GOTTSCHALK 6 .
Assays and controls were composed as follows: Assay I: 0.8 ml esterified OSM solution, 0.6 ml 0.1 M citrate buffer (PH 4.8) and 1.0 ml enzyme solution (0.82 milliunits). Assay II: 0.8ml NANA-free OSM solution, buffer and enzyme as in assay I. Substrate controls to assays I and II had 1.0 ml water instead of enzyme solutions and the enzyme control had 0.8 ml water instead of substrate solution.
Assays and controls, after addition of a drop of toluene, were kept at 37° for 48 h and then analyzed for free ^-acetylgalactosamine according to REISSIG et al. 6 with crystalline ^-acetylgalactosamine as standard. From NANA-free OSM 39.6% ^-acetylgalactosamine were released in assay II, whereas no free A-acetylhexosamine was detectable in assay I with esterified OSM as substrate.
We have also reported previously 2 that on mild alkaline treatment of OSM, NANA-free OSM and of small glycopeptides derived therefrom the O-glycosidic linkage between A-acetylgalactosamine and serine (threonine) residues of the peptide chain is cleaved according to the mechanism of /^-elimination. No indication for such a mechanism was obtained when seryl-iV-acetylgalactosaminidase acted on the suceptible bond in NANA-free OSM 3 . The result of a more detailed study of the mechanism of the enzymatic action is shown in Fig. 1 . 
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Discussion of results
The experiments concerned with the action of seryl-A-acetylgalactosaminidase on esterified OSM and NANA-free OSM would indicate that the known resistance of native OSM to this enzyme results from steric hindrance by the voluminous A-acetylneuraminic acid unit rather than from the negative charge at its carboxyl group. From the result shown in Fig. 1 a /^-elimination type of reaction as mechanism of the action of seryl-A-acetylgalactosaminidase can be excluded with confidence since the release of 395 pg Nacetylgalactosamine was not coincided by any light absorbance at 241 mp. At this wavelength derivatives of a-amino acrylic acid, formed for instance by ^-elimination of O-glycosylated serine derivatives, are known to absorb strongly 7 ' 1 .
The authors are greatly indebted to Professor ERNST BAYER, Department of Chemistry, Tiibingen University, for providing the facilities to carry out work with diazomethane. The methoxy determination was performed by Mr. A. BERNHARDT The thermal disproportionation of triorganotin halides, oxides and hydroxides [Eq. (1)] is a well-known reaction in organotin chemistry x .
R3SnX
R4Sn + R,SnX,
However, a corresponding reaction of a triorganotin ester has, to the best of our knowledge, not been recorded to date. We describe here some fragmentary results of a study (which has been discontinued) that show that at suitably high temperatures, triorganotin esters also can undergo such disproportionation. Trimethyl-and triethyltin o-bromobenzoate were prepared with the intention of studying the possibility of their thermal decarboxylation to give o-bromophenyltrialkyltin compounds. Such decarboxylations have been found to serve in other cases in the synthesis of tincarbon bonds 2 . When trimethyltin o-bromobenzoate was heated in a melting point capillary to its m.p. of 209 to 210°, strong effervescence was observed at the melting point. However, a pyrolysis of this compound car-ried out on a 10 g scale showed that the effervescence was due to the evolution of the volatile (b.p. 78°) tetramethyltin rather than of carbon dioxide. The major products of the pyrolysis were found to be tetramethyltin, sym-6is(o-bromo-benzoyloxy)tetramethyldistannoxane and o-bromobenzoic acid. The reaction path below serves to explain the formation of these products. It may be noted that partial hydrolysis of diorganotin diacylates in solution to the corresponding stannoxanes occurs very readily, and that special precautions are required for the isolation of pure diorganotin diacylates.
Experimental
Preparation of Organotin o-Bromobenzoates. Into a 500 ml Morton flask equipped with a high-speed stirrer and a cold finger condenser was placed 4.86 g (20 mmoles) of trimethyltin bromide and 125 ml of 95%
